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Cultural Funding by Government—2023–24
State and territory government
In 2023–24 the estimate of expenditure on cultural activities, funded by state and territory governments, was $3,336.5m. This represented a rise of less than 1% (or $10.9m) from 2021–22.
Table 1. State and territory government cultural expenditure, 2020–21 to 2023–24[footnoteRef:1] [1:  No survey was conducted for 2022-23 due to the move to a biennial collection cycle.] 

	2020–21[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Includes $281.8m targeted cultural and creative sector COVID support funding, reported across categories and totals. $1.5m of this expenditure is included in the totals only.] 

	2021–22[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Includes $436.3m targeted cultural and creative sector COVID support funding, reported across categories and totals. $22.1m of this expenditure is included in the totals only.] 

	2023–24

	$2,955.2m
	$3,325.6m ↑13%
	$3,336.5m ↑<1%


· The estimate of per person cultural funding was $123.81.
Figure 1. State and territory governments total cultural expenditure (recurrent and capital)(a)

(a) [bookmark: _Hlk6925977]Care should be taken when comparing expenditure between states and territories due to different administrative arrangements.

The highest percentage increase in funding was for South Australia (26%), followed by Australian Capital Territory (20%) and Queensland (12%). 


Heritage
Funds for Total Heritage activities (recurrent and capital) increased 4% (or $58.5m) to $1,654.2m.
This increase was driven by increased expenditure on Other museums and cultural heritage (↑$151.6m) but was offset by a decrease in Art Museums (↓$115.4m). Libraries and Archives had smaller increases, by $9.0m and $13.2m respectively.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The largest categories of Heritage expenditure were Other museums and cultural heritage with $780.8m, followed by Libraries with $471.6m.
Over half (54% or $418.2m) of total state and territory government heritage expenditure for Other museums and cultural heritage was attributed to the New South Wales Government. The Western Australian Government was the next highest contributor (14% or $108.5m) to this category.

Over one quarter (27% or $125.6m) of total state and territory government expenditure for Libraries was funded by the New South Wales Government. The Victorian Government was the next highest contributor (24% or $112.8m) to this category.
[bookmark: _Toc524533023]Figure 2.  State and territory government heritage expenditure (recurrent and capital)

[bookmark: _Toc521318948][bookmark: _Toc521427134][bookmark: _Toc524532895]Arts 
Funds for Total Arts activities (recurrent and capital) dropped 1% (or $25.5m) to $1,682.3m. 
The main contributors to this decrease were Music (↓$95.4m), Arts education (↓$76.6m) and Music theatre and opera (↓$51.2). However, these were offset by a large increase in the category of Cross-art form (↑$158.4m), with the majority coming from the Victorian Government.
[bookmark: _Toc524533024][bookmark: _Ref200704765]Figure 3. State and territory government arts expenditure (recurrent and capital), by selected categories[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Recurrent and total expenditure in the category of Performing arts venues for 2021–22 has been revised.] 


The highest amount of state and territory government Arts expenditure was for Performing arts venues ($477.2m), with the governments of South Australia ($164.3m or 34%) and Queensland ($122.2m or 26%) contributing most of the funding to this category.
Other main categories of Arts activities funding were:
· Film and video production and distribution—$228.6m
· Cross-art form—$210.7m
· Arts administration—$130.5m
· Arts education—$107.9m
· Music—$102.4m
· Multi-arts festivals—$98.2m
· Visual arts and crafts —$88.2m.
[bookmark: _Hlk11224443][bookmark: _Hlk109913824]Recurrent expenditure
Total recurrent expenditure dropped 5% (or $131.5m) to $2,419.9m and accounted for 73% of total funded cultural expenditure.
Music (↓$94.8m), Arts education (↓$79.6m) and Music theatre and opera (↓$51.2m) were the main contributors to this decrease.
The highest recurrent expenditure was for Libraries with $431.8m, followed by Other museums and cultural heritage with $411.4m.
· The New South Wales Government spent the most recurrent dollars on Libraries ($112.5m), with the Victorian Government contributing the next highest in this category ($107.4m).
· Half of the state and territory governments spent the largest proportion of their recurrent expenditure on Libraries (Victoria, Queensland, South Australia and Tasmania). Tasmania had the highest proportion with 42%.
· The New South Wales Government also spent the most recurrent dollars on Other museums and cultural heritage ($121.5m).
[bookmark: _Hlk11224479]

Other main categories of recurrent expenditure were:
· Art museums—$293.0m
· Performing arts venues—$220.6m
· Film and video production and distribution —$204.2m.
Figure 4. State and territory government recurrent cultural expenditure, by selected categories4
 
The New South Wales Government had the highest estimate of recurrent expenditure with $629.3m.
· The New South Wales Government had the highest recurrent expenditure on Heritage activities ($321.4).
· The New South Wales Government also had the highest recurrent expenditure on Arts activities ($307.9m).
[bookmark: _Toc524532998]Figure 5. State and territory governments recurrent cultural expenditure(a), heritage and 
arts—2023–24

1. [bookmark: _Hlk11224558][bookmark: _Toc524532999]Care should be taken when comparing expenditure between states and territories due to different administrative arrangements.



Capital expenditure
Capital expenditure accounted for 27% ($916.7m) of total state and territory funded cultural spending.
Capital expenditure increased by 18% (or $142.4m) from 2021–22. The highest dollar increase in capital expenditure was in South Australia ($121.5m).
· The largest two categories were Other museums and cultural heritage ($369.4m) and Performing arts venues ($256.6m).
The New South Wales Government contributed the most capital expenditure for Other museums and cultural heritage ($296.7m or 80%) and the South Australian Government for Performing arts venues ($148.0m or 58%).
Figure 6. State and territory governments capital cultural expenditure(a), heritage and arts—2023–24

1. Care should be taken when comparing expenditure between states and territories due to different administrative arrangements.

The New South Wales Government had the highest capital expenditure on Heritage activities ($333.5m) followed by Queensland ($31.6m) and Western Australia ($26.5m).
The South Australian Government had the highest estimate for capital expenditure on Arts activities ($156.8m), followed by Victoria ($131.7m).
2020–21	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	906.4	771.9	506.7	233.3	294.89999999999998	90.4	77.2	74.400000000000006	2021–22	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	1159.5999999999999	745	518.1	296	350.1	94.9	79.900000000000006	82.1	2023–24	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	1010.5	726.8	582.1	373.7	376	88.4	80.400000000000006	98.5	
$m




2020–21	Art museums	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Libraries	Archives	414	505.5	451.6	59.2	2021–22	Art museums	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Libraries	Archives	444.5	629.1	462.6	59.6	2023–24	Art museums	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Libraries	Archives	329.1	780.8	471.6	72.8	
$m




2020–21	Music 	Performing arts venues	Cross-art form	Visual arts 	&	 crafts	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Arts education	Multi-arts festivals	Arts administration	108.7	510.9	73.2	61.1	161.6	176.2	99.5	89.3	2021–22	Music 	Performing arts venues	Cross-art form	Visual arts 	&	 crafts	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Arts education	Multi-arts festivals	Arts administration	197.8	464.8	52.3	67.2	175.4	184.5	110.4	99.5	2023–24	Music 	Performing arts venues	Cross-art form	Visual arts 	&	 crafts	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Arts education	Multi-arts festivals	Arts administration	102.4	477.2	210.7	88.2	228.6	107.9	98.2	130.5	
$m




2023–24	Arts administration	Arts education	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Performing arts venues	Music 	Libraries	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Art museums	128.5	104.3	204.2	220.6	102.4	431.8	411.4	293	2021–22	Arts administration	Arts education	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Performing arts venues	Music 	Libraries	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Art museums	87.9	183.9	169.2	215.7	197.2	399.6	428.5	247.7	2020–21	Arts administration	Arts education	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Performing arts venues	Music 	Libraries	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Art museums	80.7	175.5	119.7	277.5	106.5	409.3	399.9	254.3	
$m




Heritage	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	321.42200000000003	279.154	237.16200000000001	83.241	139.19200000000001	63.453000000000003	43.463999999999999	38.972999999999999	Arts	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	307.89100000000002	290.89600000000002	231.96199999999999	116.459	166.75899999999999	23.613	29.585000000000001	46.624000000000002	Total	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	629.31299999999999	570.04999999999995	469.12400000000002	199.7	305.95100000000002	87.066000000000003	73.049000000000007	85.596999999999994	
 $m




Heritage	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	333.46899999999999	25.036999999999999	31.585999999999999	17.221	26.494	1.343	4.5720059999999991	8.4610000000000003	Arts	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	47.728000000000002	131.733	81.415999999999997	156.827	43.594999999999999	0	2.732564	4.4619999999999997	Total	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	381.197	156.77000000000001	113.002	174.048	70.088999999999999	1.343	7.30457	12.923	
 $m
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