National Cultural Policy Submission

Anonymous
Submitted: On behalf of a for-profit arts business; As an artist.

| agree with the existing 5 pillars.

The form of my submission outlines some ideas that | think are key considerations for the
Ministers forming the National Cultural Policy.

1. MENTAL HEALTH AND THE ARTS
Art and stories have a huge potential to help with metal health, of which there is currently a
crisis in Australia. There are direct correlations between experiencing art, be it music, film,
theatre, attending a gallery etc. | believe that not enough of the Australian public
understand the benefits and impact the arts can have on good mental health. That art has
the ability to allow one to be buoyed by story and experience. To feel connected and
understood. To feel valued and included by attending and engaging with the arts. All ages,
all cultures, all experiences. Studies should be sought and/or commissioned correlating
impact between the arts and mental health; then availability, accessibility and education for
the Australian public to drive them to the arts and to understand on a first hand basis how
the arts can be beneficial to them.

2. CREATIVITY/ARTIST’S STIPEND TO INCREASE QUALITY OF IDEAS
It is important for the government to underwrite creative industries in the event of an
emergency situation or disaster. COVID-19 left me jobless before any of my friends and with
less prospects. | did ultimately qualify for jobkeeper, and for the first time in my two-decade
long career, | had a small stipend (in the form of jobkeeper) which allowed me be creatively
open and free. Of the three projects | developed with my time whilst living on the
jobkeeper payment:

1. One is now a completed documentary that has been completed and accepted into
respected national and international film festivals. It has allowed me to demonstrate my
abilities and give me pathways to new projects.

2. One has attracted development funding from high level agencies and continues to gain
momentum

3. One has allowed me to form some materials to create a children's project that | hope will
sustain the rest of my career.

Money allowed space and time, and space and time allowed me to create.

3. WA ARTS: PUSHING A BOULDER UPHILL
As a WA filmmaker/artist | am concerned at the representation on the Ministers Panel, in
particular. WA has so much to offer from film, to theatre to music. Sometimes organisations

seek to represent WA stories and projects, but so often it’s an uphill battle.

Thank you for your time.





