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What challenges and opportunities do you see in the pillar or pillars most relevant to you? 
Feel free to respond to any or all pillars: 

The Centrality of the Artist 
As an independent curator and writer who has previously worked for galleries across the 
commercial, government and not for profit sectors, I believe there is an urgent need for 
greater recognition of the role played by ‘‘creative collaborators” in facilitating exhibition 
opportunities and providing a critical discourse for the work of visual artists. As funding cuts 
have reduced the number of available employment opportunities within small to medium 
arts organisations, many skilled and trained arts professionals (including myself) have been 
forced to work on a casual or freelance basis. Insecure work and irregular income have been 
greatly exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, forcing many to seek employment outside 
of the sector. 

 

Strong Institutions 

Small to medium arts organisations are the engine room of Australia’s cultural sector; they 
champion ambitious and experimental work by contemporary practitioners that sets the 
agenda for larger institutions and the broader culture. They support the professional and 
skills development of emerging artist, as well as administrators, curators and writers. You 
cannot have a QAGOMA without organisations like the IMA and Outer Space nurturing the 
next generation of talent. Rolling funding cuts over the past decade have disproportionately 
impacted the capacity of the small to medium sector, resulting in fewer opportunities and 
less risk taking. A commitment towards restoring the Australia Council’s funding for 
organisations and individuals to pre-2014 levels is therefore imperative 

 

Reaching the Audience 

The capacity of small organisations to take full advantage of digital technologies is often 
limited by their existing staffing and other resource limitations. In addition, greater 
consideration must be given to regional artists, arts workers, organisations and audiences. 
Although local governments now provide more than half of all economic support to arts and 
culture, such funding is overwhelmingly tied to specifically local outcomes, with limited 
opportunities for experimental practices or projects seeking a broader remit. 
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Please tell us how each of the 5 pillars are important to you and your practice and why. 
Feel free to respond to any or all that are applicable to you: 

First Nations 
First Nations culture and stories must be centred and embedded in every aspect of 
Australian cultural life.  

 
A Place for Every Story 
Australia is a multicultural society and our arts and cultural sectors must reflect this. 

 
The Centrality of the Artist 
The unique and invaluable contribution of artists and arts workers to Australia’s culture and 
society must be recognised. Increased funding, professional development opportunities and 
job security are vital to ensuring the ongoing health of the sector and its ever-increasing 
importance to the knowledge economy.  

 
Strong Institutions 
The contribution of small to medium organisations as incubators of talent and cultural 
production must be recognised through more secure, longer-term funding. 

 
Reaching the Audience 
Greater recognition and support of the vital role played by regional artists and organisations 
to their local communities and beyond. Digital platforms can extend the reach of individual 
artists and organisations but cannot replace in person experiences. 

 

 

Are there any other things that you would like to see in a National Cultural Policy? 

An acknowledgement of the unique economic challenges faced by independent artists and 
artworkers and an articulation of how the Federal Government can provide targeted and 
relevant support. 
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