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To Whom It May Concern, 

I am an full-time award winning author and founder/director of the Sketch and Scribe Festival 

for children’s literature creators. I am an advocate for children’s literacy and write stories that 

help children build empathy and understanding of the complex world around. My books 

tackle themes of refugee crises, consumerism, environmental choices and the impact on the 

decisions people make have on their world. They spark curiosity and critical thinking in 

children.   

Over the past 8 years, I have tried to build a sustainable full-time career as a 

children’s author. I facilitate school workshops, adult workshops, mentor writers and recently 

founded the Sketch and Scribe Festival to build and support the regional writing and 

publishing community. I have little time left for the craft of writing as I spend my time trying to 

scratch together an income. Through all my efforts, as a full-time author I am lucky if my 

annual income reaches $20,000 per year. This includes a small grant from perhaps one of 

the many grants I have applied for spending hundreds of hours on their applications.  

The children’s novels I write are years in the making, however the hundreds of hours 

spent writing, editing and promoting a novel would possibly compensate me at $1 an hour, if 

that. This is not a living wage. 

I am grateful for the initiatives introduced in Revive to assist with the sustainability of 

author and illustrator careers. However, since the introduction of Revive, authors have been 

facing increasingly precarious conditions. Without immediate support, we risk the viability of 

the book industry in Australia and, ultimately, literacy education for children. 

I am calling for: 

Direct investment in authors and illustrators via: 

o Multi-year fellowships supporting mid-career authors by providing them with

time to write.

o Seed money for emerging writers.

o A top up to the Lending Rights budget.

o A basic income pilot, involving 300 authors.

Commitment to educational interventions that support Australian authors and writing 

careers: 

o Nationwide authors-in-schools program funded out of education budgets.
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