
 
 
 

   

 

 
 

 

 

20 May 2026 

 
The Hon Tony Burke MP 
Minister for the Arts 
Australian Government 

 
Subject: Submission Australia National Cultural Policy Consultation 

 
Dear Minister Burke, 

 
 is a micro social enterprise in the  

 Since 2021 we have hosted numerous artist residencies, and exhibitions, delivered community 
arts recovery and wellbeing programs, and built a distinctive arts-ecology-health model, entirely without 
recurrent government funding. 
 
We welcome the REVIVE renewal and advocate for three overarching changes: 

1. Long-term operational funding for micro and regional arts organisations, replacing sole reliance 
on competitive project grants. 

2. Formal cross-portfolio coordination across arts, health, environment, tourism and planning. 
3. Investment in distributed infrastructure for regional and peri-urban creative spaces. 

 
 

 at the intersection of arts, environment, health and community 
development. As a regional social enterprise, we reinvest income into community creative activity and 
environmental stewardship. To date we have hosted over 60 artists, delivered nature-based wellbeing 
workshops, partnered with Landcare and local Councils, and run Creative Conversations forums from a 
privately owned property at  
 
Our model demonstrates that cultural infrastructure exists beyond metropolitan institutions. We are 
place-based, ecologically grounded and community-embedded, and yet invisible to most current policy 
frameworks. 

 

Response to the Five Pillars 

Pillar 1 — First Nations First 
 We understand that genuine commitment to First Nations First 

must be structural, ensuring the embeddedness of cultural practice, land custodianship and creative 
sovereignty. Our land-based arts practice puts us in ongoing relationship with Country. This gives us a 
particular perspective on the inseparability of cultural practice and caring for Country.  
Our asks under this pillar: 

• Fund regional organisations to develop genuine First Nations cultural partnership protocols. with 
paid co-design roles, not volunteer consultation. Within project funding opportunities there is rarely 
economic capacity to embed co-design in micro and small arts organisations’ projects.  

• Invest in First Nations-led land-based cultural and environmental knowledge programs, recognising 
their unique role in both cultural preservation and ecological resilience.  

• Create pathways for regional arts organisations to platform and amplify First Nations practice 
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Pioneering Imagination, Exploration, Creativity and Wellbeing 
 

 

 

 




