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Introduction 

The Australian Public Library Alliance (APLA) welcomes the opportunity to make a submission 

to the National Cultural Policy consultation. 

We congratulate the government on the progress made with the successful delivery of Revive, 

the first National Cultural Policy. The pillars of Revive have formed a strong foundation for the 

development and growth of the cultural sector in Australia.  

In the next National Cultural Policy we call on the government to strengthen its recognition of 

and support for Australia’s public libraries as places which provide essential social and 

cultural infrastructure.  

Revive Pillar 2: A Place for Every Story  

We support the call from Australia Reads for the Australian Government to invest in a reading 

nation. Public libraries play an important role in supporting a reading culture – with literacy 

classes, children’s storytime, book clubs, author visits, physical and digital collections and 

qualified library staff. 

The 2023-24 Australian public libraries statistical report showed 1,413 public library branches, 

78 mobile libraries and 226 other library service points across Australia. There were 88 million 

people in-person library visits and public library collections were used 174 million times. In 

addition a record 409,000 library programs attracted over 7 million attendees.   

Library programs often tie into the rich library collections, including local history collections, and 

ties with local artists, creators and community members. In 2023-2024 libraries ran over 184,000 

literacy programs, up from 100,000 literacy programs in 2021-22 and over 79,000 programs 

dedicated to digital inclusion. The literacy programs were attended by almost 4.5 

million participants and the digital inclusion programs attracted over 317,000 participants. 

Recommendations 

• Invest in a national reading campaign 

• Recognise the role public libraries play in sharing Australian stories, celebrating authors 
and providing a place where creativity can thrive and lifelong learning is open to all.  

Revive Pillar 4: Strong Cultural Infrastructure 

Public libraries play a vital role in local communities. They ensure that every Australian, no 

matter their economic means, is able to access information, assistance, education, community 

engagement and at a very basic level, a temperature controlled safe space. They support social 

cohesion, community wellbeing local history, the arts, culture and literacy.  






