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• Centrality of the Artist: School libraries are the gateway to creative authors and illustrators. The 

school library is a springboard for introducing students to artists and writers to vast cultural 

perspectives. Schools who are afforded the opportunity to host visiting authors and illustrators 

experience connection to even greater effect. 

 

• Strong Cultural Infrastructure: School library professionals are masters at “making do with what 

we have”, however minimal staff and minimal resources make it a challenge to sustain 

adequate exposure to arts, culture and heritage. Investing in school libraries will embolden 

resilience to sustainably support our arts, culture and heritage well into the foreseeable future. 

 

• Engaging the Audience: School libraries are responsive to change, and through curated 

collections put national stories across numerous formats and mediums into the hands of 

young Australian readers. School libraries are places where children and young people are 

inspired to contribute their own cultural narratives and where individuals feel recognised and 

celebrated. 

 

To address these challenges, ALIA Schools SIG recommends that the National Cultural Policy 

2026: 

• Recognise school libraries as essential cultural infrastructure. 

• Commit to equitable provision across all Australian schools. 

• Support qualified staffing through national guidelines or standards.  

 

ALIA Schools SIG calls for a clear national commitment for every Australian student to have 

access to a well-resourced school library, staffed by qualified library professionals. 

 




