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Poetry in Action is not a new program
but a model proven over 20 years
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Poetry in Action welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the development of
Australia’s next National Cultural Policy.

Revive was a critical support for Poetry in Action at a desperate time. While many
companies were forced to close their doors Poetry in Action was able to maintain
operations throughout the pandemic and retain all staff. This form of support was
cricial and remain so today.

For 20 years, Poetry in Action has demonstrated that arts engagement is not an
optional extra within education and community life. Through live, curriculum aligned
performances and workshops, we strengthen literacy, confidence, communication and
critical thinking for young Australians at national scale. Each year, we engage almost
70,000 students across metropolitan, regional and remote communities and, over two
decades, our work has reached almost 1 million young Australians. Every production
we create is 100% new Australian work, written and performed by Australian artists.

Independent research conducted through Western Sydney University and Poetry in
Action’s impact reporting has consistently demonstrated the educational and social
value of the Poetry in Action’s work. Research found significantly higher levels of
student engagement compared with conventional classroom literacy approaches,
alongside improved confidence, interpretation skills and classroom participation.
These outcomes are particularly important in communities where educational
disadvantage and reduced access to arts experiences can limit engagement with
language and learning.
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To make poetry accessible, exciting, and
transformative for young people and
communities across Australia and beyond.

An articulate, expressive, and creative world
where every young person experiences the
magic of language.

To unlock the power of words for everyone,
transforming poetry into dynamic performances
that inspire and connect

Creativity, Equity, Empathy, Excellence












Australia already has organisations delivering measurable educational, social and

cultural outcomes through the arts. Poetry in Action is not proposing a new response to
these challenges, but demonstrating that long term, equitable and impactful arts
engagement is already possible at national scale.

Australia’s cultural future depends on whether young people can access the skills, stories
and creative experiences that help them feel connected, capable and heard. Across two
decades of touring, Poetry in Action has seen the transformational role arts engagement
can play in strengthening literacy, confidence, empathy and participation in communities
across the country.

The next National Cultural Policy presents an opportunity to ensure long term
investment matches that impact and move beyond short term access towards sustained
cultural equity. With strategic investment, organisations already delivering proven
outcomes can expand their reach, deepen community connection and ensure more young
Australians, regardless of postcode or circumstance, can participate in the cultural life of
this country and experience the power of language, storytelling and live performance as
art of everyday life, not as a privilege.
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