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About Joel Bray Dance 
Joel Bray Dance (JBD), founded in 2017 by Wiradjuri choreographer Joel Bray, is a 
Melbourne-based, First Nations-led Contemporary Dance company. We make and tour 
Contemporary Dance and First Nations Contemporary Dance nationally and internationally, 
employing dozens of artists and arts workers each year. Our works include eleven seasons 
of Daddy (including Europe), the ten-city national tour of Garabari (Sydney Festival's 50th 
anniversary), Storage Unit (NGV 2023), Homo Pentecostus (Malthouse 2024) and Monolith 
(2025). Giraru Galing Ganhagirri has entered the NGV Collection. Joel is a 2025 Sidney 
Myer Creative Fellow. We are punching above our weight — and constrained by the same 
structural funding settings this submission addresses. 

Australia is in a slow-motion cultural crisis, and I don't believe most Australians — or our 
leaders — recognise it as such. This submission speaks to that crisis as it is unfolding in 
Contemporary Dance, and especially in First Nations Contemporary Dance, and offers five 
proposals for the next National Cultural Policy. 

1. A crisis hiding in plain sight 
Since the Howard years, the contraction of arts funding, combined with the rising real cost of 
making and presenting work, has put unrelenting pressure on the institutions that 
commission, present and tour Contemporary Dance. Those institutions have largely inelastic 
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•​ Fund permanent ensembles. A dedicated stream enabling a small cohort of 
choreographer-led companies — explicitly including First Nations-led companies — 
to employ and sustain permanent ensembles. 

•​ Make international touring feasible. A dedicated live performance export fund, 
presenter-fee matched funding model and disruption fund, with dedicated First 
Nations-led international exchange infrastructure, and implementation of the 
Tri-Nations strategy. 

 

Submitted by Joel Bray, Creative Director & CEO, Joel Bray Dance. Prepared on Kulin 
Country, Melbourne, May 2026. 

Page 6 of 6 




