












 

 

• Exploration of a living wage test case for professional musicians and music workers, 
drawing on international models including the Basic Income for the Arts pilot currently 
underway in Ireland. The Irish model provides government-supported income to 
professional artists to enable sustained creative practice, reduce the financial 
precarity that forces artists out of the industry, and recognise the social and cultural 
value of artistic work. Australia has an opportunity to learn from that pilot and develop 
a comparable framework suited to the Australian context. Music Victoria encourages 
the Federal Government to explore this in partnership with the sector 

• Workforce development, training, apprenticeships and traineeships linked to the live 
music sector 

• Stronger protections for copyright and creator rights within AI and digital 
environments 

• Support for independent artists and small music businesses, including recognition 
that the costs of making and releasing music have outpaced what the industry 
returns. From recording to touring to navigating an increasingly complex release 
landscape, the financial risk of making music has increased sharply while the return 
has declined. Artists are delaying releases because the rules keep shifting and the 
economics do not stack up. Policy that supports artist development must account for 
the full cost of bringing music to market, not just the performance or recording in 
isolation 

• Music education investment, including the recommendations in the Music Education: 
Right From The Start report: a dedicated Creative Arts Education pillar, nationally 
coordinated music education policy, stronger investment in music teacher training 
and a minimum 60 minutes per week of music education in primary schools 

 

 

Pillar 4 - Strong Cultural Infrastructure 
Building a Sustainable Live Music Ecology 

Music Victoria strongly encourages the National Cultural Policy to explicitly recognise live 
music venues, festivals and touring networks as cultural infrastructure. The Bass Line 
confirmed that live music generated $4.83 billion in revenue and supported over 40,000 
workers nationally. These spaces are artist development pipelines, workforce training 
grounds, audience development spaces, community hubs, tourism and night-time economy 
drivers, and the incubators of Australia's cultural exports. Grassroots and mid-tier venues 
are the R&D infrastructure of the industry. 

The live cost crisis: direct sector evidence 

In May 2026, Music Victoria conducted direct consultation with seven festival operators and 
a major national touring company to document the real-time impact of rising costs on sector 
delivery. The findings are consistent with concerns raised across the national sector and are 
offered here as current, primary evidence. 

 

 

 











 

 

• Targeted venue sustainability investment and formal recognition of grassroots 
venues as cultural infrastructure 

• National coordination around venue protection, planning and noise regulation 
frameworks 

• A formal government investigation into public liability insurance market failure for the 
live music sector 

• Targeted infrastructure investment in live music venues of all sizes to make 
meaningful accessibility improvements - addressing physical access, sensory 
barriers and participation pathways for audiences with disability, as well as broader 
participation barriers including cost, all-ages access and regional distance. The 
public consultation paper acknowledges that expectations around access, 
discoverability and participation continue to evolve; venue infrastructure investment is 
the practical mechanism for meeting those expectations in a live music context 

• Exploration of live performance and festival tax offset mechanisms similar to those 
used in the screen sector 

• Direct federal investment in state and territory peak bodies as strategic delivery 
partners for national cultural policy, through AMIN and direct resourcing 
arrangements 

• Investment in state-specific industry data infrastructure, generated and maintained by 
state peak bodies, to ensure national funding bodies can identify where the industry 
is concentrated, where it is under pressure, and where targeted investment will have 
the greatest impact 

• Music Australia funding allocation methodology that accounts for per capita state 
investment gaps, so federal investment lifts capacity across all jurisdictions rather 
than reinforcing existing disparities 

• A federal framework enabling and supporting state-based ticketing levy models, so 
that ticket sales generated in each state are reinvested back into the grassroots 
pipeline of that state - the venues, artists, festivals and communities that make major 
commercial live music possible. National coordination should ensure consistency and 
coverage across jurisdictions without pooling or redistributing revenue centrally 

 

 

Pillar 5 - Engaging the Audience 
Connecting Australian Music with Audiences 

Australian music faces increasing discoverability challenges across streaming and digital 
platforms. The Bass Line documented that Australian music's share of streaming listening 
continues to decline even as global music revenues grow. The extraordinary creative output 
of Australian artists deserves platforms and pathways proportionate to its quality and cultural 
value. 

Music Victoria acknowledges and strongly supports Music Australia's Ausify campaign as an 
important and welcome initiative to address streaming discoverability at a national level. 
Ausify represents exactly the kind of strategic, sector-wide response that a properly 
resourced national agency can drive - bringing industry, government and platforms to the 
same table around a shared goal. Music Australia's role as a convener of these strategic 
conversations is one of the most important things it does. The next phase of its mandate 

should build on that capacity. 





 

Conclusion 
Music is not a nice-to-have. It is a central part of human existence - how we celebrate, 
grieve, connect, protest, remember and imagine. It is how cultures define themselves and 
how communities hold together. Policy that treats music as decoration rather than 
infrastructure misunderstands what it is and what it does. 

Music needs to be respected, valued and celebrated in the decisions government makes - 
about funding, about planning, about education, about technology, about trade. The case for 
investment in music is not just economic, though the economics are compelling. It is a case 
about what kind of society we want to be and what we want to pass on. 

Australia has an opportunity to become a global contemporary music leader, but this will 
require sustained investment in the full ecosystem that supports artists, audiences, workers 
and music communities. 

The sector does not need short-term intervention alone. It needs long-term structural 
support. The evidence Music Victoria has gathered through direct consultation with artists, 
venue operators, festival organisers and touring companies tells a consistent story that 
reflects conditions across the national sector: the infrastructure, pathways and investment 
systems that allow sustainable careers are under pressure at every level simultaneously. 

The next phase of national cultural policy should recognise that: 

• Music is cultural infrastructure 

• Live music is economic infrastructure 

• Artists generate national intellectual property and export value 

• Venues and festivals are critical development platforms - the R&D infrastructure of 
the sector 

• Regional communities must remain connected to live music experiences, and that 
connection is actively narrowing 

• State and territory peak bodies are essential delivery infrastructure and must be 
resourced as such 

• Federal investment must account for uneven state investment levels, not assume a 
level playing field that does not exist 

• Contemporary music requires sustainable reinvestment and long-term policy 
commitment, not grant cycles 

 

Music Victoria welcomes the opportunity to continue contributing to the development of 
Australia's next National Cultural Policy and is available to provide further evidence, data or 
consultation support to the process. 
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