


 

carries significant responsibility for the care of Ancestral Remains and Secret Sacred material 

belonging to Aboriginal peoples, Torres Strait Islander peoples and First Nations peoples of the Pacific. 

 

Today, QM is a trusted source of connection—bringing collections and knowledge together with 

communities to deepen understanding of culture, science and the natural world, now and into the 

future. This direction, reflected in our Strategic Plan 2026–30, aligns strongly with the ambitions of the 

National Cultural Policy. 

 

There is a clear opportunity to position museums as an integrated national system—connecting 

collections, communities, knowledge and creativity at scale. 

 

The following outlines where targeted policy settings can strengthen this role across the five pillars. 

 

First Nations First  

 

First Nations stories, leadership and cultural authority must sit at the centre of Australia’s cultural 

framework. 

 

QM is embedding this through delivery of its First Nations Strategy 2024–28 across governance, 

workforce capability and operations. This includes nationally significant repatriation outcomes, 

supported by governance structures that place cultural authority at the centre of collection care and 

interpretation.  

 

National action should: 

• Establish a standardised ICIP framework for the GLAM sector; 

• Create a coordinated, whole-of-government repatriation working group; and 

• Invest in a First Nations cultural workforce strategy that supports career pathways, work on 

Country and cultural authority.  

 

Place for Every Story 

 

Museums reflect the full breadth of Australia’s stories—cultural, scientific and environmental—across 

communities and generations. 

 

QM advances this through a coordinated approach to access, digitisation and cultural governance. 

Work is underway to establish a Distributed Access Framework that connects the State Collection with 

regional partners, alongside a whole-of-collection digitisation program focused on high-value and high-

demand materials. This is supported by a Cultural Authority Framework ensuring appropriate 

governance and access to culturally sensitive content. 

 

Scaling this impact will require:  

• A national framework supporting distributed collections, including those held by regional and 

volunteer organisations; and 

• Targeted investment in digitisation and digital repatriation.  

 

Centrality of the Artist 

 

Artists, researchers and creative practitioners are central to a strong cultural ecosystem.  

 

QM contributes by presenting and commissioning new work, enabling interdisciplinary practice, and 

connecting creative endeavour with scientific research and public engagement. Through initiatives such 

as the World Science Festival Brisbane, exhibitions and public programs, Queensland Museum 

supports and celebrates Australian artists. Structured pathways—including university partnerships, 

internships and postgraduate programs—build future capability. Initiatives such as the First Nations 

Undergraduate Student Research Program are fostering the next generation of cultural and research 






