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identified positions at the MCA constitute 5% of our FTEs, above the national 

demographic of 3% of the population of Australia represented by First Nations 

peoples. 

 

Challenges Overview 

 

Visual arts institutions and organisations have been neglected under the first years of 

the Revive policy while facing unprecedented political, social and economic 

uncertainty, inflationary and cost of living pressures. These pressures have been 

further impacted by global warming and climate change, geopolitical conflicts, social 

fragmentation and the technological advances of AI.  

 

Entrenched funding structures in the arts ignore the growth in contemporary art and 

its role as a major driver for visitors and audience engagement and the need for 

investment to ensure a sustainable cultural infrastructure. Dedicated contemporary 

art institutions like MCA Australia engage broader, more diverse and younger 

audiences. Half of MCA’s audience/visitor base is under the age of 35 with 42% 

coming from CALD backgrounds which reflects the Australian population.  

Funding is not following policy for non-government owned visual arts institutions and 

not-for-profits with a lack of recognition for the important role they play in the national 

ecosystem and the delivery of the cultural priorities set out in Revive. This includes 

institutions which have an outstanding and longstanding commitment to First Nations 

Arts and Culture.  

Increasing demand for First Nations cultural knowledge and leadership across the 

museums and galleries sector is creating unsustainable cultural load for First Nations 

arts workers and professionals along with diminishing resources to invest in new 

models for professional development and internationalisation of future generations 

First Nations artists and cultural leaders. 

 

New generations of cultural participants are looking for values-driven institutions that 

can provide experiences as well as learning and cultural and social connection. The 

impact of global warming combined with changing expectations of new generations 

of digital natives and the rapid developments in AI technologies are demanding new 

and ethically based engagement models for museums and galleries, underpinned by 

immersive and hybrid museum experiences. This requires investment not only in the 

technologies themselves but also in governance frameworks, training and new forms 

of expertise to be able to tell our stories and to evolve and remain relevant. 

 

 

 

 

Revive Pillars and Recommendations 
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• First Nations First  

 

We need investment in professional development and support for for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander curators, researchers and educators and 

to support the internationalisation of contemporary First Nations artists and art 

professionals. (Pillar 1) 

 

 

• Strong Cultural Infrastructure which supports the Centrality of the Artist  

 

We need a whole of system approach to thinking about the arts with a National 

Visual Arts Board that can speak to and champion investment in State-based 

institutions that sit outside the existing structures of State-and federally owned 

museums and galleries. (Pillars 3 and 4) 

 

• Engaging the Audience  

 

The museums and galleries sector needs major investment in new 

technologies, their governance and training to enhance capability for hybrid 

museum-experiences that engage current and future generations of museum-

visitors and cultural consumers across Australia and beyond our borders. 

(Pillar 5) 

 

 

 




