




















Fact Sheet                                                All figures 2025 unless otherwise indicated. 

Network at a glance 

•	Adelaide Fringe: largest arts festival 
in the Southern Hemisphere; second-
largest Fringe globally; 65 years of 
operation 
•	FRINGE WORLD Perth: third-largest 
Fringe globally; 16 years of operation 
•	Melbourne Fringe: 44 years of 
operation 
•	Sydney Fringe: NSW’s largest 
independent arts festival; 17 years of 
operation 
•	Darwin Fringe: Australia’s most 
northern Fringe and is the biggest 
platform for emerging, independent and 
experimental arts in the NT; 10 years of 
operation 

Economic impact and 
direct employment 

•	Adelaide Fringe: $197.7M total 
expenditure; $144.2M economic impact 
to SA economy; 16,128 jobs supported; 
$26.7M paid directly to artists and 
venues 
•	$119M economic impact to WA 
economy (FY25); ~500,000 attendees; 
$8.34M paid directly to artists and 
venues
•	Sydney Fringe: $124M cumulative 
economic impact since REVIVE 2023; 
103,000+ attendees; 3,300+ artists; 450 
events across 89 venues 
•	Darwin Fringe $1million+ economic 
impact paying more than $100k to 
artists and venues and more than $50k 
to local arts workers after only 10 days.
•	$23M of direct economic activity 
each year, driven by over 250,000 
attendees and resulting in $2.8M+ of 
earnings for artists through ticket sales 
and commissions. This sits alongside 

over $71M of economic benefits from 
tourism and consumer surplus and 
$29M of social value grown over a ten-
year projection.
•	Network total: tens of thousands 
of artists, producers, technicians, 
designers, marketers, front-of-house 
staff, and venue operators each year 

Return on investment 

•	Adelaide Fringe: $30–$40 per $1 of 
state government investment (PwC 
modelling) 
•	Sydney Fringe: $59 per $1, with state 
government funding only 7.7% of total 
cost to deliver 

National coordination benefits 

•	Shared data and benchmarking 
standards 
•	Coordinated international cultural 
tourism marketing 
•	Integrated artist career pathways 
across the calendar 
•	Single counterparty for federal 
portfolios currently engaging 
independent festivals on a fragmented, 
festival-by-festival basis 

Global scale 

•	Australia hosts 2 of 3 of the biggest 
Fringe Festivals in the world 
•	The Australian network has no parallel 
outside the United Kingdom 

 
Australia already leads globally in 
independent festivals. We do not yet 
recognise this leadership within national 
cultural policy.
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