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The National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA) welcomes the opportunity
to contribute to the development of Australia’s next National Cultural
Policy. NIDA's submission positions training, skills and infrastructure as
the foundation of a strong, sustainable and globally competitive cultural
sector. While Revive has stabilised the sector, further targeted investment
is required to move from recovery to growth, address persistent skills
shortages and expand access to creative careers and participation.

Revive - from Survive to Thrive

Revive provided essential support that enabled organisations like NIDA to
literally survive. NIDA gratefully continues to leverage this investment (alongside
earned revenue and philanthropy) to support its programs and ambitions.

For organisations like NIDA to move into a phase of growth they need the

space and support to evolve - to respond to new technologies, to strengthen
engagement with industry and to plan for future infrastructure needs.

Pathways Into Education and Training, Pathways Out Into the Industry

Pathways into the arts are narrowing, with reduced access to arts

education in schools and limited visibility of creative careers for young people.
NIDA acknowledges pathways are uneven for communities experiencing
barriers including First Nations and culturally diverse communities. At

the same time, pathways from training into industry are weakening, with
reduced Australian production, fewer commissioning opportunities and the
contraction of the small to medium sector in the performing arts limiting
progression for emerging practitioners. Skills shortages constrain industry
capacity and growth, particularly in technical and below-the-line roles. The
sector requires support to become sustainable, accessible and strong.

Creative Thinking Critical in Times of Technological Change

There is also opportunity to strengthen the contribution of the creative industries
to the broader economy and society. In the context of rapid technological
change — with Generative Al top of everyone’s mind — arts education provides
critical skills in creativity, problem solving and innovation that extend beyond

the sector. Capitalising on creative skills is a lever of competitive advantage for
individuals and the nation in a disruptive future work environment.

Australia’s Place in the World is Led by the Creative Sector

Australia continues to perform strongly on the global stage, with its
creative output contributing to national identity. There is an opportunity
to strengthen this position by supporting Australian storytelling and
ensuring that Australian perspectives are represented internationally.

Priorities

NIDA supports the government’s commitment to culture as a driver

of economic growth, and national identity. This submission highlights
the role of training, infrastructure and cultural leadership in sustaining
the sector, and identifies priority areas where coordinated investment
can support workforce development, expand access, strengthen
Australian storytelling and enhance global competitiveness.





















































