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About Easy Read
	[image: Wheelchair user cheering for Easy read]
	This is an Easy Read book.

	[image: Hand pointing to pictures]
	Easy Read uses simple words and 
pictures to explain ideas.

	[image: Page with bolded word with stars around it]
	New words are *bold with stars*.

	[image: Person pointing to a word on a page]
	We explain what new words mean.
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	Easy Read is a summary.

	[image: Wheelchair user typing on a laptop]
	Get more information on our website www.arts.gov.au/culturalpolicy 




About this book
	[image: Document with green tick]
	This book is about our *National Cultural Policy* and how you can help shape the next policy.

	[image: Map of Australia with a checkmark]
	A National Cultural Policy explains how arts 
and culture will be supported in Australia.


What is Revive?
	[image: ]
	*Revive* is our plan to make arts and culture strong in Australia from  2023  to  2027.

	[image: Person checking off a list]
	Revive started in January 2023 with  85  actions.

	[image: An award medal]
	By March 2026 we finished  75  actions.




How Revive helped
	[image: Raised hands with different skin tones]
	Since January  2023  Revive has helped us to
· offer more ways for artists and communities to have a say

	[image: Microphone and saxophone]
	· pay for music and creative 
projects to keep growing

	[image: Person looking at art]
	· give money to museums and arts 
schools to keep them strong

	[image: ]
	· make *Equity: The Arts and 
Disability Plan  2022  -  2026*.

	[image: Wheelchair user drawing art]
	This is our plan to help d/Deaf and 
disabled artists and audiences 
take part in arts and culture.

	[image: Woman playing a virtual reality game]
	Since January  2023  we also used Revive to
· give tax help to the digital games sector

	[image: Person playing a video on a laptop]
	· make streaming services tell 
more Australian stories

	[image: Man recording a video using a camcorder]
	· give tax help to people filming 
big movies in Australia

	[image: Two people reading through documents together]
	· make information and workplaces better and more respectful of creative workers

	[image: A person crowd surfing at a music festival]
	· give money to *regional* arts, festivals, young people and live music.

	[image: A map pin on a farm house]
	Regional includes areas away from big cities.
For example, Australian country towns.




	[image: Teacher painting in art class]
	Since January  2023  we also used Revive to
· give money to help arts programs in schools for young people

	[image: Person looking at art]
	· loan  333  artworks to *institutions* so more people can enjoy the artwork.

	[image: Person looking at an ancient vase]
	Institutions are places that make or share art.
For example, a gallery or museum.




Why culture matters
Helping the economy
	[image: Money graph going up]
	Culture and creative activity helps to 
grow the *economy* in Australia.

	[image: Woman wearing a hijab going to work]
	A strong economy means
· we have enough jobs

	[image: A hand holding a bag of money and a checkmark]
	· we have enough money

	[image: Map of Australia with a checkmark]
	· we can keep Australia strong.




Connecting people
	[image: A diverse community of people]
	Taking part in culture makes 
communities stronger.

	[image: Hands with different skin tones locked together in unison]
	Culture helps our mental health 
by bringing us together.

	[image: A big Library building with books]
	For example, people come together to enjoy
· libraries

	[image: Children singing together on stage and reading from a book]
	· choirs

	[image: People partying outside]
	· festivals.


Telling our story
	[image: An Aboriginal woman with Aboriginal footprint art]
	When we support culture, we tell the world about our past and who we are as a country.

	[image: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Flags]
	For example, First Nations culture is 
the oldest culture in the world.

	[image: A boy singing]
	We can tell stories through Australian
· songs

	[image: A woman and wheelchair user dancing together]
	· dance

	[image: A family watching a movie on TV]
	· films.




What is next?
	[image: ]
	We will keep following the  *5  pillars* from Revive when we make our next policy.

	[image: Hand holding up 5 fingers]
	The  5  pillars are the  5  main ideas 
we follow when we work.

	[image: Boy using a speech device]
	The Australian Government would like 
to hear your ideas about the pillars.

	[image: Arrow pointing to later]
	We will explain the pillars 
starting on the next page.




Pillar  1		First Nations First
	[image: An Aboriginal woman]
	We believe First Nations stories are at the centre of Australia’s arts and culture.

	[image: Group talking about First Nations culture]
	How do you think we can strengthen
First Nations art and culture in Australia?


Pillar  2		A Place for Every Story
	[image: Group of people talking and sharing stories]
	We believe in supporting all 
kinds of different stories.

	[image: Woman thinking about different directions]
	How do you think we should share different stories, art and culture in Australia?




Pillar  3		Centrality of the Artist
	[image: Wheelchair user making art]
	*Centrality of the Artist* means 
we focus on the artist.

	[image: Woman taking a photo using a professional camera]
	For example, we believe in
· supporting artists as workers

	[image: A head with a brain made of stars with clouds and rainbows]
	· celebrating artists as creators.

	[image: Diverse group of people working together]
	How do you think we can make workplaces fair and safe for artists and arts workers?




Pillar  4		Strong Cultural
				Infrastructure
	[image: Woman painting with her feet]
	We believe in making our institutions 
strong so that we can
· meet artist needs

	[image: Graph trending up]
	· keep arts going over time

	[image: Hands making a love heart shape]
	· remember our past.

	[image: Woman wearing a hijab thinking hard]
	How do you think we can help 
institutions be strong over time?




Pillar  5		Engaging the Audience
	[image: Group of spectators standing together]
	We believe our stories should connect with
· people who live in Australia

	[image: Raised hands with different skin tones in front of the Earth]
	· people who live in other 
parts of the world.

	[image: Community of connected people with a love heart in the middle]
	How do you think we can understand and connect with audiences over time?




Have your say
	[image: Person thinking hard]
	You can help us make the next 
National Cultural Policy.

	[image: Woman pointing to herself]
	The Australian Government wants to know
· What pillars are most important to you? 

	[image: Hand signing stop]
	· What barriers stop arts and culture 
from being strong in Australia? 

	[image: Person reaching up to a goal]
	· How can we make things better?

	[image: Document with green tick]
	· What would you like us to 
include in the next policy? 




How to share your ideas
	[image: Woman typing on a laptop]
	You can share your ideas by 
sending us a *submission*.

	[image: Person typing on a laptop]
	A submission means you answer some questions and send your answers to us.
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	The link to our submission form is here www.arts.gov.au/culturalpolicy 

	[image: Pen writing on paper]
	You can share your ideas in other 
ways that are easier for you.

	[image: Woman with an Easy Read book]
	For example, word file or an Easy Read form from our website here www.arts.gov.au/what-we-do/new-national-cultural-policy 




Stay up to date
	[image: Laptop with information]
	We will share helpful updates and 
resources on our website.

	[image: Man learning something new]
	You can *subscribe* for updates.

	[image: Letter with notification bell]
	Subscribe means you join a mailing list and get an email when we have new information.

	[image: A mouse cursor clicking]
	The link to subscribe is here https://edm.
arts.gov.au/NationalCulturalPolicyUpdates 
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	Follow us on Facebook @AusGovArts
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	Follow us on Instagram @AusGovArts




More information
See our website
	[image: ]
	www.arts.gov.au/culturalpolicy 


Email us
	[image: ]
	culturalpolicy@arts.gov.au 


Call us
	[image: A Phone]
	1800  248  025  in work hours




Free help to make 
phone calls
	[image: Two people talking in different languages with an interpreter between them]
	Call  131  450  for the Translating 
and Interpreting Service if English 
is not your first language.
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	Call  1800  555  660  for the 
National Relay Service if you have communication support needs.
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	Call  1800  555  677  if you use 
a teletypewriter or TTY.


[image: Embrace Access]
Embrace Access wrote this Easy Read book. It was co-designed by an advisor with Lived Experience of disability. You must ask for permission to use the words and images in this book. Picture Communication Symbols © 1981–2026 by Tobii Dynavox. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Used with permission. Boardmaker® is a trademark of Tobii Dynavox. Contact the team at Embrace Access to create your own co-designed Easy Read book. 
W: www.EmbraceAccess.com.au E: info@EmbraceAccess.com.au M: 0433 759 535
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